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TEZ HORTEEAST BCRDER TERRIEK CLUB NEWSLETTER

I
Does the BT Really Have An Otrer Head?

Pave ‘vchrrvrn in an armcls on judging saled "Tesdng .Tudr_'es in Dogs J; In Canada  (Novem

1987, makes the Dodawing nhserviions about the Border a'te. head™: "[Scme] of ooz ﬂrnzi
standards would confuse ourcleTenr znd respected ‘udges. .. T vou '-:ncw he bresd or !'"l._;nff

a fooi of vourseif asing :he freed standard. The [C_nnam] Bordwr Tarrier scandard. uagdar heo

stazes: “Similar 1o that of an omer coming fTom, a gamekeeper's background.' I have seem m..m-
grers mapped and I ean il vou 0 Borcer Temer has a kead ike an orer. Ear shate o
placement. aye size und shape. ano sxuil o rwzzls. theek stucture, nose placemern: and shzce wr
the mouck. No orer [ have sver sean had a hesd similar to the Berdar, Have you ever ze2n o

e

Bomler with 4 “ouily upper ij_s

L |
SPRINGFIELD '§7

The Sarurday (So. Windsor K.C.) and Sunday (Springfield K.C.) shows at Springfield n
November artracted record enrties in Sorgers—over twenty were gresent on both days, Samrdav's
big winness, who finished this day under new 3order ‘udwe Rd[h Cooper, were .Tmlvnm-. Fcor
Eilen Srath, Wum rs Bitck and Sest of Breed, and Jollymurf Davy, Winness Dog and Best of
Opposite Sex.Handler Willizm Clyce and one of his assistants managed both dogs <o the wir for
AKC judge and BT bresdar-awier Tiane Jones.

Sunday's big winnsr, under Walter Goedman, anodher judge new w Borders,was Ketka's Caslisiz.
owned and handled by Diane Winelm,who went Winners Birch and Best of Breed,with ] Tollyrmus®
Davy, again handled by Mr. Clyde, going Best of Cpposize Sex.

EDITOR'S CORNER

The Springfield weekend was a good fme for Nonbeast Border folks, whe mmed sut i force for these N3TC-
supporied shows. A striking owrzer of inporns and a number of superor US-ored Bormdars made for 2 nowbly
azacive and imterssting BT compedion. Among the impors, Nomzn Barer ard Cerry Armold were up fam New
Jersey with Andy {Ch. Thamssqale Cassicl, Al and Lois Langish were there with Sam {Thoraldby's Uncle Sam),
Camilia Moon had her Fergie there (Chelinor Mischisf of Briomberhill), Hazal Wichman had  Ace on hand. and
British Border judge Ronniz Iving exhizied the newly amived Dandykow Brass Tacks. Io the Bred By Sxaibitcr
classes, Bob and Rot: Ann MNaan's Oldsione Ragotme and (Mdstorne Pennymnir Tean Clark's Stonecrofr Crack Shoe.
and my own Cyrmn Hill's Cover Miar suzed their sot for their owmnerbreader-handlers. [ wish Id kad 1 video
camerz —the many fine Borders on exhibit B0t in the classes and in the Specials ring were wonderful h]...l.S[.“ELO*‘j of
fine BTs of various types .. . .On Saneday, in a festive holidsy mood, many BT {oiks went 1o lench nexdy, and in
the evenizg convenad for fan ot the morgd where many were staying, NBETC president Jean Clark and Sec.'s:.'}.—'. Ting
Diow, with .hf: nelp of the Nauns, orexmized o indoerel party, with goodies md Fom Jear, 1 Chrisomus Dong o7
ek of the 3ordars,
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FEEDING YOUR BORDER

Faeding vour Border right Is pov @weys as simpls as @t sounds. T“;,sy ¢ Ly with
'uu,hl\ thar a’t Bﬁrc=rs c.I"" Lo ghike 1 their nutrition needs, and even that o
i 1.41..18_1 Bor a1 c;l hznge i g relanvely ofel pericd of time sea,son_!\:. oL* the cuss
11 as W pen he is 7at wader diffzrent dving conditions. Then therz's
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There are widespread theories as well as demonstrable fuths arcund. Far instarce, some
brezders feel that soy meal and com mead lack an amino acid needed by dogs. They avoid dog
foods in which com or sov meal is the basic ingredient, preferting instead 10 use a dry dog food
with a wheat or rice base.

In Nancy's view, all of the major dry dog foods are fine:

"I think most of the major commercial dry dog foods --Gaires, Tams, Hill's, Keane! Biscul,
Purina,et cetera --are pood, sound well-researched basic foods, and people would be well advised
to choase and stick to the one that their Border likes and which doesnorinduce any allergy or food
imbalance reactions. These foods are certainly berer than dogs in the wild would eat. Personally,
1 avaid dog foods using colored dyes--and remember,even brown dog foods are dyed-- because of
course these dves are known carcinogens. [ don't know whether they conitibute to hyperactvity,
but who needs dyed food, anyhow?

" think the biggast scam in the dog food werld is the protein percentage. The bag of dog food will
say thar the food's prosein percentage is, say, 26%, but what you really need 1o know is how much
uszhle protein the food contains. Thas figure i3 available only on request from manuzcturers, and
people ought to wrise for it or ask their dog food dealers to tind out the information for them. Tae
uszble protein percentage is likely to boil down 1o maybe 14%, which is okay for the cog's nesds.

"{ don't believe in supplementary vitamins, because most major companies have provided a
balanced supply, and supplementation cotld wreck the balance already established and creats
prablems for the dog.

"Many people don't recognize allergy and imbalance symptoms, or they diagnose the symproms as
aparasite problem when often diet 18 at fauly, For instance, one of the mest immedize symproms of
a food imbalance is nunny or puffy eves or any son of swelling of the head. Then there ate coat
sympioms--itches, bumps, and rtashes which mm into hot spots when the dog chews at the
offending places. Another food imbalance symptom is an oily coat—-almost like a seborrhea-- or it
opposite, flaky skin and coat. Both the flakiness and the oiliness are most often due 16 100 much edl
in the dier.

“Whar T do is use a good basic dry dog food with a reasonable usable proteln percentage.
Occasionally I supplerment it with raw veggies such as grated carrots or cabbage, and raw organ
meats--the dog in the wild chooses organ meat rather than muscle meat. For gears, I use camot
sticks or unbuttered popcom, which is only 70 calories for an unpopped cupful. That makes up
into an awful lot of popcom? I use chopped raw carrots and popecom  as fillers for adog on a diet,
toa.

"Incidentally, Rosemary Williamson,the New Zealand Border breedsr,and I share a favorite theery
about feeding puppies from four weeks undl 18 months of age. It's still only a theory, but I thick
it's wue that the way most people fead purpies and immamre dogs is responsible for barrel 1ibs,
bad elbows. and even poor hindquarters in degs who are not genetically disposed to them. The
ustal way to feed young puppies from the time they'ra first weaned until they go to their new
pwnars is to feed them 2s & group. Sinee most puppies will eat watil they can’t hold any more--unil
they can harcly stand up, i fact—at least the more competiive puppies eat far more than their
stemachs will hold without siretching. These huge food portions distort thelr stomachs, which
stretches their rib cages, which also forces the shoulders w steich and the elbows 1o go out if the
puppy is to balance itself. Even the puppy's rear assembly has to adapt . With bone so elastic
when puppies are young. [ think the bone soucture adaprs permanendy because of the feeding
style. That's why I feed my puppies individually right from the frst in ponions propormional to the
size of their stomachs.




"Allin all, I would say that feeding a Border right is a mater of choosing any one of the several
good dy dog foods, that is, one which has a reasonable rather than a too-high usable protein
percentage, one which does not produce food irbalances or allergies in your particular Border,and
then oceasionally adding rew organ meats and some chopped ot grated vegges to it. And T'd keep
Trears to pOPCOm Or carrot.”

Hm-m-m. Now whe:é did I put that compopper I got for Christmas?
--Kate Murphy, with major help from Nancy
Hiscock

Dana Gilbert, who hopes soon 1o havew a show Border, sent alon% a profile of Brian
Plummner in the February 15, 1988 New Yorker . Writer R.C. Smith quotes Plummer (in
"Tales of a Rat-Hunting Man"} as follows about the Border Terrier: "I think it is a mistake
for a would-be rar-hunter to buy a Border Terrier as a first dog. Most books tell you a
terrier is ready for tat about six months of age. Lies--a lot of terriers will lill rats at six
months, some much sooner, but Border Terriers, well, they are something different, At
six mouths of age, a Border Terrier is very mucha puppy. At a year old, many stll
display decidedly puerile behavior, and then quits suddenly. when you are beginning to
wonder if your puppy is really a ‘plant' put there by the Anti-blocd-sports League, it will
flash into life and start to work like a demon. Tust as you are abeut to wonder whether you
would not get more sport from a croquet set, your terrier has become a raging terror. . .
.Borders were not originally bred for the sport of rar-huinting. Few terriers were. They
were created to flush out hill foxes along the bordets of England and Scotland. Isay
flush, hut if the fox refusad to bolt, then they had to set w and kilt him—quite a task for a
dog onky half the height anc weight of a reasonably sized fox. A cowardly dog was
certainiy not what was wanted. Neither was an aggressive dog required, however, for the
hunt terriers of these border packs were kennelled with hounds, so an explosive oueburst
from aterrier against several sixty-pound hounds meant a very dead termer. Docility and
courags seem to be strangely opposite qualities for a dog to possess, but somehow they
seemed to merge in the Border Terrier. Tt is this bred-in docility that makes Lim slow 1o
enter to quarry’.

|
With so meny new Border pups arrived or artiving, T thought a "plain vanilla” five
generzion pedigree form which fits on an 8 1/2” x 117 page migit be useful for those folks
who enjov Inowing a fot about their BT bur who, like me, hate odd-size stuff in the fle
drawer or pup folder. You'l findthe form reproduced in this issue ,ready for xeroxing infto

multipie copies. If anybody has a berer one, it would be good to have a blank te
reprodice for the use of NETC folks.

Dan't forget our big annual meeting a the So. Windbam show this year. There’s fots of
NBTC business to discuss. Jean Ciazk tells me, inciuding elections, Mere on this Ieenng
in a seon-to-follow issue.
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CLIPPING YQUI

{{

by NANCY HISCOCK RED EFT

I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE THINKING. NOT NANCY, SHE
WOULDN'T CLIP A BORDER TERRIER. WELL, I DID AND I
DIDN'T.

ONE OF THE CRUCIAL GROOMING SEASONS OF THE YEAR HERE
IS LATE OCTOBER. NO, IT ISN'T THAT THE DOGS HAVE TO BE
IN COAT FOR WESTMINSTER, THE SPECIALTY, OR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. THE BORDERS HAVE TO BE IN COAT
FOR CHRISTMAS PHOTOGRAPHS AND THE WINTER CROSS-
COUNTRY SKI SEASON. WE DO HAVE OUR PRIORITIES.

SO, AS OCTOBER WAS SLIPPING PAST ME I STARTED THE
JOB. THE PUPPIES AND YOUNGER DOGS WERE ALREADY IN
FINE SHAPE. THE QUESTION WAS, HOW TO TACKLE STRIDER
AND NARSIL. THEY WERE IN FINE SHAPE ALSO - THICK,
HARD, FULL COATS. BEAUTIFUL PRIME PELTS, BUT THEY
HAD TO GO. IN A FEW MONTHS THEY'D LOOK LIKE WOOLLY
MAMMOTHS. SO, EVERY NIGHT I'D DO A LITTLE WORK ON
THEM. THE HEAD AND EARS WENT QUICKLY, THE TAIL
TAKES FOREVER, THE LEGS WERE EASY, AND AFTER
INNUMERABLE HOURS THE BODY COAT WAS STRIPPED DOWN
TO A NICE THICK UNDERCOAT. NEXT, THE NECK, FRONT, AND
REAR.

SEVERAL WEEXS WENT BY. IT WASN'T THAT 1 DIDN'T HAVE
THE TIME, IT WAS MORE THAT I DIDN'T WANT TO DOIT. I
FOUND MANY OTHER CHORES AROUND THE HOUSE TO DO
INSTEAD - EVEN DUSTING AND WINDOWS. FINALLY, 1
ADMITTED TO MYSELF THAT I WAS AVOIDING THE
SITUATION. THOSE ARE THE TOUGH AREAS TO GROOM ON A

BORDER - THEY DON'T LIKE IT, AND I DON'T LIKE IT.

I GOT OUT MY OSTER A-5 GOLDEN CLIPPERS WITH A #10
BLADE. I PUT STRIDER UP ON THE GROOMING TABLE.
ACTUALLY, YOU DON'T PUT STRIDER ANYWHERE - HE



JUMPED UP BY HIMELF. MY ORIGINAL INTENTION WAS TO
TRY JUST A SMALL TEST PATCH BENEATH THE TAIL..FIVE
MINUTES LATER ALL WAS DONE. I HAD EVEN ARTFULLY
BLENDED AND SCULPTED THE NECK HAIR INTC THE TOP
COAT. IT WAS BEAUTIFUL! NARSIL WAS UP AND DONE
BEFORE I KNEW IT. BEAUTIFUL AGAIN!

NOW, I GRANT YOU THAT IT LOOKED CLIPPED INSTEAD OF
STRIPPED FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS. BUT AFTER A WEEK OR
TWO, NO ONE HERE IN PORTER CORNERS WAS GOING TO
KNOW THE DIFFERENCE. THE DOGS THOUGHT IT WAS
WONDERFUL. AT THE AGES OF 10 AND 8§ YEARS OLD, THEY
JUST DIDN'T NEED THOSE EXTRA HOURS OF HAIR PULLING.
AND YET, THEY TOO WANTED TG LOOK HANDSOME IN THEIR
NEW JACKETS FOR THE CHRISTMAS VISITORS WITH THEIR
BOTTOMLESS BAGS OF DOG BISCUITS.

NQO, I'M NOT ASHAMED OF HAVING DONE IT. I WOULD
CERTAINLY NEVER ADVOCATE CLIPPING ANY OTHER PART
OF THE COAT. BUT, FELLOW BORDER TERRIER LOVERS, GIVE
THOSE OLD GUYS A BREAK. DON'T LEAVE THEM ALL BUSHY
AND SHAGGY. STRIP THEM OUT SOME EVENING, AND WHEN
YOU GET DOWN TO THE TOUGH PARTS. DO WHAT | DIG, CLIP!
YOUR DOGS WILL LOVE YOU FOR IT.

R

A new-season Resolution for BT exhibitors:

IDONT KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT I DON'T WANT TO GET DOWN ON THE
GROUND AT A DOG SHOW. IT'S DIRTY, UNCOMFORTABLE, AND AWKWARD.
I MUCH PREFER STANDING AROUND WAITING MY TURN TRYING TO LOOK
TERRIER -CHIC. OCCASIONALLY TOSSING FAVORITE GOODIES TO MY
CANINE COMPANION.

BELIEVE ME, IT IS MUCH EASIER TO CONVINCE YOUR BORDER TO STAND
AROUND LOOKING ALERT AND WAGGING HIS TAIL THANIT IS TO PROP 1
HEAD AND TAIL AND REQUIRE AN ABSOLUTE STATUESQUE POSTURE.
BESIDES WHICH. WHO WANTS THEIR BORDER TERRRIER TO LOOK LIKE A
STATUE. THEY NEVER LOOK THAT WAY AROUND THE HOUSE OR OUT IN
THE WOODS WHEN THEY'RE HUNTING.

YOU'VE GOT ALL WINTER TC TEACH YOUR BORDERS TO FREE BAIT. IT
TAKES ABOUT FIVE SECONDS 4 DAY. JUST CALL THEM INTO THE KITCHE N,
GET OUT THEYIR FAVORITE TREAT. AND PRACTICE. ENCOURAGE THEM
VOCALLY TO LOOK SHARP! EVERYTIME THE EARS ARE ALERT AND THE
TAIL STARTS TO WAG, AND ALL THE FEET ARE SQUARE-—- REWARD THEM!
WITH FOOD, WITH PRAISE, OR WITH THEIRE FAVORITE TOY. IT WON'T TAKE
LONG - THEY'RE VERY SMART AND QUICK TO LEARN. BEFORE YOU KNOW
IT, YOU TOO CAN STAND IN THE RING AT THE DOG SHOW. NO MORE DIRTY
KNEES, TORN PANTHOSE. OR RIPPED CUFFES AND HEMS. YOUR BORDER
WILL LIKE IT A LOT BETTER TOO!
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